For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom every
family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would grant you,
according to the riches of His glory, (what) to be strengthened with power
through His Spirit in the inner man, (why) so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask
or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever.
Amen. Ephesians 3:8-21

THE PROFOUND IMPORTANCE OF BOLDNESS
Absolute Surrender

Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and
understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were
amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
Acts 14:13

THE MISSING INGREDIENT TODAY: _
From the Testimony of the Early Church:

From the Roll Call of Faith:

Hebrews 11:32-12:3

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside (1) every encumbrance and (2) the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us (3) run with endurance the race that is set before
us, (how) fixing our eyes on Jesus, (who is) the author and perfecter of
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2

From the Testimony of Hannah:

1 Samuel 2:1-10
"The LORD Kkills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up.
The LORD makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts.
He raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needy from the ash heap to
make them sit with nobles, and inherit a seat of honor; (how) For the
pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, and He set the world on them.
He keeps the feet of His godly ones, but the wicked ones are silenced in
darkness ; for not by might shall a man prevail."

1 Samuel 2:6-9

From the Testimony of Paul:

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles (what) the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light
what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden
in God who created all things; (why) so that the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known through the church to (who) the rulers and the
authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom
we have (1) boldness and (2) confident access through faith in Him.
Therefore | ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for
they are your glory.

But Barnabas took hold of him (Saul/Paul) and brought him to the
apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and
that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out (how)
boldly in the name of Jesus.

And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out
(how) boldly in the name of the Lord. Acts 9:27-28

The next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of the
Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy
and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were
blaspheming. Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was
necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate
it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to
the Gentiles." Acts 13:44-46

In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke
(how) in such a manner that a large humber of people believed, both of
Jews and of Greeks. But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of
the Gentiles and embittered them against the brethren.

Therefore they spent a long time there (doing what) speaking boldly with
reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace,
granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands.

Acts 14:1-3

Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures.

This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being (what)
fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things
concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; and he
began to (what) speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla
and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way
of God more accurately.

And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him
and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he
greatly helped those who had believed through grace, (how) for he
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures
that Jesus was the Christ. Acts 18:24-28




